
Action Agenda 
 

TCCCC Summit:  “Taking it to the Streets” June 15 in Nashville   
Watch your mailbox for a flyer/registration form for the “2006 Summit on the Burden of Cancer 
in Tennessee” slated for Thursday, June 15, 2006, from   
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at Vanderbilt Student Life Center, 310 25th Avenue South 
Nashville.  The theme of the second annual Summit is “Taking it to the Streets,” which 
celebrates the initiation of five regional coalitions in Tennessee this year, the membership growth 
to 250 volunteers and implementation of the State Cancer Plan. The day-long program includes 
workshops on cutting-edge research from Tennessee cancer experts, success stories and more.    
Registration will be $30 to cover food and refreshments. Continuing education credits will be 
available.  
 
“Lion in the House” Cometh to Nashville Film Festival 
The Middle Tennessee Comprehensive Cancer Control Coalition has partnered with "Survivor 
Alert" to promote "A Lion in the House" a documentary on childhood cancer airing at the 
Nashville Film Festival in April. It will be shown at 1 p.m. on Sunday April, 23 at the at the 
Regal Green Hills 16 Cinemas, located at 3815 Green Hills Village Drive, near the Mall at Green 
Hills. We hope to have a post-viewing discussion with the producers, cast and crew at this 
showing, although this depends on the Festival organizers and space.  We'll at least have a table 
providing local cancer advocacy TCCCC information. Airing on Public Broadcasting Service 
(PBS) on June 21-22, 2006, “A Lion in the House” is touted as a stark look at the cancer 
journeys of five young people and their families over a six-year period. Award-winning 
filmmakers Steven Bognar and Julia Reichert bring audiences face to face with the uncertainty of 
the entire cancer experience and its rippling effects on family, community and professional 
caregivers.   
Survivor Alert is a nationwide Centers for Disease Control initiative to raise awareness of what 
young adult childhood cancer survivors can do to stay healthy. It consists of a series of 
celebratory, educational events to be held this summer in communities across the country. See 
their website at: http://www.survivoralert.org/  
Vanderbilt is planning a reception and discussion group prior to the “Lion” airing on PBS in 
June. 
 
 
 

April 2006 Calendar of Cancer Events 
Mark your calendar with the following Tennessee Comprehensive Cancer Control Coalition 
meetings and cancer control activities: 
 
    
April 4-7 2006: Eleven TCCCC members, as well as local representatives of the national 
partners will attend phase three of the Comprehensive Cancer Control Leadership Institute 
(CCCLI) in Atlanta 
 
April 11, 2006:  TCCCC Executive Committee Teleconference  10 a.m. (CST) 



 
April 12, 2006:  Middle TN Regional TCCCC Meeting  2:30  (CTS) Meharry Medical  
 
April 17, 2006: West TN – Jackson Regional TCCCC in conjunction with West Tennessee 
Cancer Center the American Cancer Society, and others key cancer players will hold a 
“Eliminating Disparities: Closing the Cancer Gap” an evening program at Jackson State 
Community College. Speakers include Frank Stevenson, Deputy Director of the Tennessee 
Department of Health’s Office of Minority Health and the  
Christopher Corniola of the Department of Health’s Office of Planning, Policy and Assessment’s 
surveillance, epidemiology and evaluation section.  Also on the agenda are a local oncologist, 
state and local politicians: City Mayor Charles Farmer, County Mayor Jerry Gist, state legislators 
Johnny Shaw, Jimmy Elderidge and Don McCleary and a systems administrator form West 
Tennessee Healthcare.  For more information, contact Abby Lackey at 731-425-6388. 
 

  
April 20, 2006: TCCCC presentations at Community Cancer Forum at the Best Western Hotel, 
Johnson City 
 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. (EST) 
Audience: The General Public  
Agenda 
1. Introduce current community-based research being conducted in the 
region 
 A. Bruce Behringer on Rural Appalachian Cancer Demonstration health 
 disparities data 
 B. Dr. Joel Hillhouse on American Cancer society supported study on skin 
 cancer 
  C. Dr. James Anderson on Appalachian Cancer Network supported study on 
 colorectal screening attitudes  
 D. Dr. Joanne Flowers on ETSU Epidemiology course's findings regarding 
 prostate and colorectal cancer in rural and minority populations in 
 Tennessee  
2. Introduction to the Tennessee Comprehensive Cancer Control Plan - 
Mary Jane Dewey, Tennessee Comprehensive Cancer Care Coalition 
3. General public with an opportunity to speak directly with cancer care 
experts from the region (Drs. Hooks, Colvett and Smith) 
 This forum is a response to the community-expressed interest raised in 
Johnson City in Fall, 2005, when the Tennessee Comprehensive Cancer 
Control Plan was introduced in public and professional meetings. Persons 
attending were interested in current cancer research in the region, what 
the State Plan might mean for East Tennessee and how their health 
providers would become involved.  For more information contact Bruce Behringer at  
behringe@mail.etsu.edu 
 
April 21, 2006: Oncology Update Meadowview Conference Center, Kingsport 
* Session: 11:00 - 11:30 AM (EST)  
Audience: Health Professionals Continuing Education Update 
Agenda  



Enrolling the Community as the New Cancer Research Bench 
1. Bruce Behringer on Rural Appalachian Cancer Demonstration health 
disparities data 
2.  Dr. Joel Hillhouse on American Cancer society supported study on 
skin cancer 
3.  Dr. Kelly Dorgan - Community responses to cancer research  
 This is one session of a daylong continuing medic al education program. 
This session is designed to profile some of the community-based and 
epidemiological cancer research in the Northeast Tennessee and 
Appalachian region. The session will provide brief glimpses of 
collaborative community-researcher efforts to better describe cancer 
issues in the region including prevailing attitudes about cancer care. For more information 
contact Bruce Behringer at  behringe@mail.etsu.edu 
 
April 21, 2006: Childhood Cancer Seminar:  9:30 am to 2:30 pm (CST) 
 “Back to School and Beyond - Children Coping with Cancer” 
 Scarritt Bennett Center’s Laskey Library 
 1008 19th Avenue South, Nashville  
 Pre-registration required.  Contact Mary Winslow at  
 615-331-2980 or 800-332-2980  Ext 19 or winslowm@lls.org 
 
April 21, 2006: Bad Habits Cancers – 4th Annual Cancer Symposium 
Day-long course designed to give primary care and oncology physicians a current review of the 
cancers resulting from unhealthy lifestyle choices. The Chattanooga Hotel  
For more information, contact UT College of Medicine, Erlanger Cancer Center, Phone: 423-
778-6884; www.CMEConferences.org 
 
April 23, 2006: “A Lion in the House” airs at Nashville Film Festival.  See story above. 
 

April is National Cancer Control Awareness 
Month  

and  
April 16-22 is National Minority Cancer 

Awareness Week 
 

 We challenge you to put up a cancer awareness display using Coalition-branded 
educational materials at your facility or workplace. Contact Trudy at the TCCCP office for 
information or materials: (615) 741-1638; 800-5473558 or trudy.stein-hart@state.tn.us . 


